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A Standard Eight Four-'D6:o'T". .
A High-performance Economy Car, 'Priced at l159," Saloon,.',;;
(l169c de Juxe). Wheelbase /ncreased to 7 ft. 4 ini.:' c '..:.'~' :':,f"'

! 'Ir is ,ri6"exag:~fa:ii?n -~ '~~e ,tpat the
.8 h;p.'Standard has prbVed'itfie!f one

pfthe mostpopula:; cars ~iet1ri'årketed
ih:i:hiscountry. ',Stiiceits'infTOcjiittion". "",'"
ar the 1938- Motor "Shöw'a tötå! of
30,000 of ,these c~rs2 h~~ t)een !?1d
and, it is inrerestingto note; sales have
~o.ntinued,off'a suhstantfar'!;Cale smce, .the oiitbreak of wai~ " ,.
'" .,.. '-

",i':;r;he reasou for these succes~esjs not
fat,'to ,%eek."'The Standard Ei'ibi

" h~s ;an unusually high. perforrna,~ce
d~r~~~jrom a ..c<?m~!riato~"ofa ~~
po\ye, outPAt ano;! low weJght,'and lt'" "c
is 'f~ outsta~din;gin, ~~i~?: in~e~en-
d~Qt front ~beel~prJ~J~g,and c~re-
fully designedcengirie mounting "and
~ouDd insulatiQn that. jointly 'cönfer
nötåbly smOOth ruririing.. To t1iese
points must be aidded economy, the
iwdtest n~:e:s obtaiQe~ ~ow~f5:~ell
over 40 m.p.g~: a ~sil]tsm{;e connnned." ,.

PROPORTION
The larger body now avail-
able does not impair the
appearance of the car, as
may be seen from these

pictures.

LENGTH
The extra chassis length of
5 inches avoids excessive
overhang and gives a useful

door width.
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~ MAKING THE MOST

OF IT
The extraordinary
body space avail-
able on this Iatest
8 h.p. car is cle~rly
indic~ted by the
sketch (Ieft),
which shows that
the passenger plat-
form is equal in
length to the

wheelbase.

/

hy extended experielice "lvith a coupe
model over a distance of 3,000 miles.

With war-time restrictions alW taxa-
tion it has been found that rnany
motorists are changing from larger cars
t{) this 8 h.p. model and, largely on
this account, a demand has grown up
for a somewhat larger body having
four doors, giving indepepdent entry to
front and reat seats. Ii has not been
~sib1e to accommodate such a body
on thc normal chassis whiGh has a
wheelbase of only 6 ft. Il ins., hut a
newmodeI is now introduced, having
a wheelbåse of 7 ft. 4 ms.; and carry-
ing a body whi~h literally ~kes use of
every inch of this space.

TheexternaI appearanceis on well-
krlown Standard lines,. a$ can be seen
f tom the il1u5trationsonthis page. So
far as the internals are concemed, a
striki~g f~aturejs. ~hpwn bY a sketch

A13



'-:#ebruary 1, 1940.8

~

ACCOMMODATION
The Iatest 8 h,p. Standard has a length and a wheel-
base giving accommodation for a four-door body
with ample leg room for front and rear seat
passengers. as shown in the sketch, above. and the
picture, left, which emphasizes the space for

rear passengers.
a

so far that it is mounted above th3
frame' members by two semi-elliptic
spring$.. This gives a lo\v cent-re ,of
gravity and',assists stability on cornefS.

Th6 rear springs are damped by
Luyax pisoon-type shock absorbers. as
is the frOnt suspension, wbich'is, how-. ,eve!:, mdepe~denj: for each front wheel.

and adjustable- driver's~nd front ,pa~
senger'sseats..,.. : '. :,

A~rt from the increase in wpeelbase..
the chassis is .identical to the' normal
Eight except~ fÖr. "minor ...det~ils.
Amgngst theseyate shght modlfications
to ,gear'ratiosto dOOipensate 't:orthe
extra ~eight ,of" the (:ompwte vehicle,
this being apprqximately'15! cwt, 1or
the sta~d~rd mod~l ~pd lp!;cwt:. for
the de luxe car, an lncrease of about"- ..
5 per ceJrt; c6~~~r~d "w~tl? 'the short-
\vheelbase cpassls,; c,

The top c:gear"lias,- therefore; been..
lo\vered fr:om 5..14 to :5:29 to'); wbich '
is 4 pet cent., the other ratios being,.
second 8.87 and first' 19.29. In addi-
tionthe erigine power has been raised
from 31 at 4;000 W '83 at ,-4,250. In
consequence performance figures have
suftered hut little despite -the addi"
tional sizegf the car.

H~ving-thus shöwn the ditlerences
between '"thenew:modeland the pre-
vious type on which it is..based.. we .will
now recapitulate the "gt:neral specifica-
tion for the benent of tliose who arenot familiar with it. -

.The 8 h.p. Standard -has a four-fylin-
der engine .with a bore and stroke of
57 by 100 mm., giyinga swept volume
of ..1;.~21 G,I;;.. ~J}d.a, ~x~ble"i!~rse-po.wer
of eight. : (Theannual tax is :elO..)
Altholigh having a high-compression
engine :(6...7 to: 1), the car will;r~
welf.ön"low-'gr1ide .{uelS'; il. light-allo),
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UNOBSTRUCTED
The spare wheel
mounting is separ-
ate from the lug-
gage space and is
readily accessible
as shown. right.

--
.

cylinder lftJad being staBd~rd prac~ice.
Side valves are emp19yed and the
manifoids and design of tlie front
mudguards are so designed that: they
are reasonably accessible for ~djust-
Jllent. Champion plugsare fitted.

This question of maintenance is also
catered for in respect of theoil ijller,
which is on top of the cylinder head,
as is the dynamo,whilst thecarburet-
ter is of tre qownElraught type,
mo~nted hig~ up on the ~ide of th~'
engine. The engine -:is, of coutse.
fubbel mounted and, additional
smoothness is derived from the use 0f
öl counter-balanced three-beating crank-
shåft. A three-speed g~arbox is eJll-
plfJyeq ~ynchronized on the upper
ratios, the drive being taken to a con-
v~ntional reåraxle: ;' .

-This axle; 4oweyer, is jnrere$tlng in.

---~-~'~"':;':-~ -
A single transverse spring is used with,
two wishbones, whilst there ,are two
separate track roas leading t{) separate
ball joints on the steering ,geiir drop.
arm. The layout hasbe:eIldesrgn~ to
give improved comforf over roligh
roads and also to provide truly accu-
rate steering- under all corditf6ns.

A~ interesting feature .9t U18 .-desi~
is in the layout of t~,'pen~~ servö.
type brakes, for the-fro!lt druII1s are
8 ius. diametM and 1i in. wide, whilat
the rear and~mall~r are 6 ins. diameter
and Il in: wide.

The ha~dbrake is of the pistol-~rip
type, ly~ng under the $:cuttleiwherc it
is weIl ou~ of t~e Wil-Yj-~~tp~.~ear
lever also IS camed faMorw~rd'm:tlle
front comparlment, so thattbe d~r
can readily ,einerge from ~~l!e I:I.:i!a:~sfde...dOOr ifhe wishes. c:.. - '"

...

A Standard Eight ,. Contd.

which indicates that tbe lengfh!i\-ail-."
a~le fot' the passengeJ;s is,exa(!t~ the
~äme. a.'\ the wheelbase o~ t~e'c!ir; In" "
con8equ~nc~"j:here is goodl~ro9m for, ..

al~ dC~upa~t~;:. w!1ils~ th~,~}r<?~t seat ,
\vIdtp_IS }91 mg. and,-j:h;~~t;fechverear
seat width 37 ins.; thenbeYPQd this
there is a useful luggage löcker with
access from the outsiae of the car." There åtetwo Inodels. a saloon'and 'a
saloon de luxe;the main difi'erenc;es .

'- .. "
beingthat thef.6rtn~rhas a fixedscreen
and black lamps; ,whereas the more.
expepsiv~ type has pn openmg screen
from a cent~l"winder, chro~ium~
plated lamps, inte~or, rQof lig.ht and
ashtrays. B;°th ~Q~eJ,s,pav~"~slid~ng'
roof, gun VIsor, i:oQceal~d rear blInd


