I"g@mary 7' x 14940‘ 7
1940 CARS

A Standard Elght

Prlced at £159
4 ins..

A High-performance Economy Car
(£169-de luxe).

Wheelbase [ncreased to 7 ft.

PROPORTION
The larger body now avail-
able does not impair the
appearance of the car, as
may be seen from these
pictures.

LENGTH
The extra chassis length of
5 inches avoids excessive
overhang and gives a useful
door width.

MAKING THE MOST

OF IT
The extraordinary
body space avail-
able on this latest
8 h.p. car is clearly
indicated by the
sketch  (left),
which shows that
the passenger plat-
form is equal in
length to the
' wheelbase.

T is no exaggem‘hon 1o ‘state tﬁat the
8 h:p.’Standard has proved iiselt one
of ‘the most popuiar Cars &ver’ ma.rketed;
in this céuntry. ", Since its mtmduétmn
at the 1938 Motor “Show" a total’ of
30,000 "of ‘these cars- hat  beed sold

 and, it is interesting to note, sales tiave

-continued omr a substanttai 5ca!e smce

".the onutbreak of war, ® - -

‘ The reason ior these successes is not
farto Beek.  The' Standard Eight

has an unusually hlgh performance

“from a combination of'a good

s power output and low’ welght -and’ it

is .aLso outstandm,g in havmg mdepen-
dent front wheel sprmgmg and care-
fully designed.- engine ‘mounting ‘and
sound insulafion that ]omtly ‘confer
notably smooth running. To these
.points must be added ecomomy, the
road test ﬁgures obtaired showing- well
over 30 m.p.£.; a result since confirmed

by exteﬂded expenence thh a eoupé
model over a distance of 3,000 miles,

With war-time restrictions and. taxa-
tion it has been found that many
motorists are changing from larger cars
to this 8 h.p. model and, largely on
this account, a demand has grown up
for a somewhat larger body ‘having
four doors, giving independent entry to
front and rear seats. It has not been
possible to accommodate such a body
on the npormal chassis which has a
wheelbase of only 6 ft. 11 .ins., but a
new model is now mtroduced having
a wheelbase of 7 ft. 4 ins., and carry-
ing a body which literally makes use of
every inch of this space.

The "external appearance is on we]l-
kown Standard- lines, as can be seen
from the illustrations on this page. So
far as the internals are concerned, a
striking feature is shpwn by asketch
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which “indicates fhat the length avail-

able for the passengers is exactly the
same as the wheelbase of the car, Inm
consequence,_there is good leg room for
all occupants
width is 19} ins. and’the effective rear
seat width 37 ins.; then ‘beyond this
there is a useful lugdgage locker with
access from the outside of the car.
There are two models, a saloon and a
saloon” de luxe, the main dxﬁerences
being that the former has a fixed screen
and black lamps; whereas the more
expensive type has an opening screen
from a central " winder, chromium-
plated lamps, mtenor roof light and
ashtrays. Both mode.ls have. a. sliding’
roof. sun visor, concéaled rear. blind

‘and ad]ustable dnver sand front pas—
senger’s seats. -

Apart from the mcrease in wheelbaee ~

the chassis is- 1dent1cal o the "ndrmal
Eight .except ' for “minor ' details,
Amongst ‘these are slight 1 modxﬁcations
to gear Tafios to éémpensate for. the.
extra ‘Wweight .of the complete vehicle,
'this being a.pproxxmately ‘15} cwt. for
the -standard .model and 16§ ewt. for
the de luxe car,.an increase of about
5 per cent. cdm?ared»mth the short-
wheelbase chassns

The top ‘gear” has,_therefore, been -
lowered: from. 5.14 t6 '5:28 t6' 1; which
is 4 pet cent., the other ratios being, -
second 8.87 and. first 19.29. In addi-
tion the engine power has been ralsed
from 31 at 4,000 to+-83 at.4,250. In
consequence performance figures have
suffered but little  despite ~the addi-
‘tional size“of the car, =

Having -thus ‘shown the differences
between ‘the 1tew “model  and the pre-
vious type on which it is.based, we will
now recapitulate the "general specifica-
tion for the benefit of those who are
not familiar with it. -

-The 8 h.p. Standard ‘has a four-cylm-
der engine with: a bore and stroke of
'57 by 100 mm., giving a swept volume
of 1,021 ¢.0. and -a taxable horse-power
of exght -(The. anmxal tax is  £10.)
Although having a hlgh-compressmn
engine [(6.7- to 1), the car will run
well on low-grade fuels, a ixght—alloy
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ACCOMMODATION
The latest 8 h.p. Standard has a Iength and a wheel-
base giving accommodation for a four-door body

UNOBSTRUCTED
The spare wheel
mounting is separ-
ate from the lug-
gage space and is

readily accessible
as shown, right.

with ample leg room for front and rear seat
passengers, as shown in the sketch, above, and the
picture, left, which emphasizes the space for

rear passengers.
L

so far that it is mounted above . thz
frame ' members : by two  semi-elliptic
springs. This gives a low. centre of
gravity and assists stability on corners.

The  rear springs are damiped by
Luvax plston-type shock absorbers, as

S s the front . suspension, which’is, how-
- ever, independent for each front whéel

,‘JI g

cylinder Htad being standard practlce
Side valves are emp}oyed and the

manifolds and. design of the front-

mudguards are so designed that they
are reasonably accessible for adjust-
ment. "Champion plugs are fitted.

This question of maintenance is also

catered for in respect of the oil filler,

which is on top of the cylinder head,
‘as is the dynamo, whilst the.carburet-
is of. the

engme
rubber -

The engine "is,
mounted. and

of course,
additional

smoothness is detived from the use of -
a counter-balanced three-beafing crank: -

shaft. A three-speed gearbox is em-
ployed synchronized on- the = upper
ratios, the drive being taken to a con-
véntional rear axle. :

" This axle, however is mterestmg m

downdraught = type,--
mounted high up on the side of the "

A single transverse spring is used with;
two wishbones, whilst there are two
separate track rods leading to separate
ball joints on the steering.gear drop.
arm. The layout has been’ designed to
give improved comfort over rough
roads and also to provide truly accu-
rate steering> undér all corditidms.

- An - interesting feature of tos design
is in the layout of. the, Bendlx Servo-
type brakes, .for the front drums are
8 ins. diameter and 1} in. wide, whilst:
the rear and smaller are 6 ins. diameter
and 1} in. wide. .

The handbrake is of the pistol-grip
type, lying under the scuttle, where it
is well out of the way, .and the gear
lever also is carried far’ forward in"the
front compartment, so that ‘the ‘driver
- can readily emerge from-thg nmr-srde
door if he wxshes L
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